S| VR

APTINTE EPREARED
ON PACE :é?&

The time has come for a thorough
examipation of the roje of the United
States Government in aiding, protect.
ing and collaborating with Nazi war
Criminels after World War I1.

. The Kiaus Barbie case is only the
latest episode in the astounding — and
still unfolding — story of Government
relations with Nazi war criminals.
Mr. Barbie, former Gestapo chief of
Lyons, France, was employed by
United States officials after World
War II, shielded by them from war
crimes trials in France and spirited

Now the Justice Department has de-
cidec. under intense pressure, to in-
vestigate the United States’' role in

.this case. Such an investigation will no

doubt be usetul. But because Mr.
Barbie was only ope of many Nazi war'
imi authorities '
" aided, it is not enough. There must be

Criminals American

& muck broader investigation — one
that wiil examine the full scope of
American assistance to Nazi war
criminals living here and abroad.
Only by such an inquiry and by full
disclosure can we understand how
these shameful and secret misdeeds
of our Government came about, and
preventtheir recurrence. - -

Whiie a member of Congress work-
ing to insure Government action.

against suspected Nazi war criminals,
1 epcountered & number of official
United States connections with them.

.For exampile, in 1978, the General Ac-”

counting Office found tbat more than

20 alleged Nazi war criminals living in”

the United States had been employed
by Government agencies that knew of
the allegations against them. These
included the State Department,. De-

tense Department, Central Intelli-

gence Agency and Federal Bureau of
Investigation. Radio Liberty, funded

by the C.I.A. until 1971, also employed

Elizabeth Holtzrman, Brookiyn Dis-

trict Attorney and a Democrat, was a
member of Congress from 1973 t0 1981.
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" U.S. Aid

:" By Elizabeth Holtzman

-& number of people accused of com-
-mitting war crimes. Radic Free Fu.
“-rope, another C.I.A.-funded operation,
- invited Valerian Trifa to appear on

Two broadcasts. Mr. Trifa was then
under charges by the Justice Depart-
ment for concealing his activities as
head of the fascist Student Iron Guard
in Rumania. He has agreed to leave

" In addition, Gustav Hilger, deputy

to Hitler's Foreign Minister, Joachim
von Ribbentrop, who worked with the

" Einsatzgruppen, mobile killing units
responsible for murdering 1.5 million
Jews in the Ukraine and Eastern Eu- ,

Tope, was secretly brought here by-the
C.I.A. And the role of the State De.
partment in bringing to Americe*al-
most the entire Nazi puppet govern-

mentinByelmussia,whmmaretban;
247,000 Jews were murdered, is docu-

‘mented in a recent book by a tormer
lawyer for the Justice Department'’s
special unit charged with- investigat-

ing and deporting Nazi war criminals.

To compound the problem, for more
than 25 years United States officials
generally failed to act against sus-
pected Nazi war criminals living in

Ameﬁcg,' thus providing them with a

haven. . :

The passage of legislation in 1978 to
authorize the deportation of Nazt war
criminals living among us and bar

Q.

“
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ToNazi
Criminals

away to sanctuary in South America. .

- shielded them for more than a quarter °
- of & century — and the process by .

)

their entry, and the creation in 1979 of
a8 centralized, professional prosecu-
tion team at the Justice
toinvestigate and deport them, belped
put an end to the years of inaction.
Withthsemechanismsinplaee, itis
time for this country to review thor-
oughly the still unanswered questions
concerning United States dealings
with Nazi war criminals. :
This . investigation should be con-.
ducted by & special commission, au-
thorized by Congress, independent of
the executive branch and with full
subpoensa -powers.. It should seek 1
determine how and why war crimi.
nals got here and how they were per-
mitted to remain virtually undis-
turbed until 1874. The officials .who
brought Nazis to this country and

which this was permitted to occur —
In addition, the Barbie case sug-

.gests ties berween Government agen-
cies and the large group of Nazi war .
.criminals who escaped to South Amer.*

ica after the war. If Klaus Barbie got .
American aid, did Jose! Mengele, |
Auschwitz’'s  murderous “‘doctor,” ;
. who carried out inhuman experiments |
on concentrate camp inmates? Did

others? These are no abstract ques.

.tions of rernote historical interest. The';
protection of Nazi mass murderers "
mocks the sacrifice of the Americans:-

who fought Hitler, and of his victims,

Itsuggw:san-aeceptance_oftbepmm:- )
ise that the ends justify the means, -
that expediency is the only morality. . .

Americans have demonstrated a .
‘strong sense of decency and justice. It ,
"was this sense that led t0 creation of ~

the commission that iooked ‘into the

decision to intern Americans of Japa. -
pese descent during the war. This -

same dedication should inspire us to :
explore—and,indaingso,exptmge—

"the disgraceful history of our Govern-

ment’s relations with Nazi war crimi.
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